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GENEALOGY. 



THE BRENT FAMILY. 

Compiled by W. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 

(continued) 

The Brents in Maryland and Virginia. 

Giles Brent emigrated to Maryland in 1637; his brother Fulke and his 
sisters Margaret and Mary in 1638. Fulke Brent was a member of the 
Assembv in 1639, but soon returned to England where he died without 
issue in 1656. Giles Brent received the grant of the manor of Kent 
Fort on Kent Island, was a member of the Assembly 1639, appointed 
Commander of Kent Isle February 3, 1639-40, in 1642 member of the 
Council, and April 15, 1643 appointed Governor, Lieutenant-General 
and Admiral of Maryland. About 1645 he removed to Virginia. He 
was a strong Royalist during the civil war in England and was called to 
account by Parliament for seizing a ship in Chesapeake Bay and at- 
tempting to persuade the crew to carry him to Bristol to aid the King's 
forces then in possession of that city. He patented large tracts of land 
in Virginia, including the estates of Peace and Richland in the Northern 

Neck, married Mary , and died in 1671. He married, second, 

Frances, the widow of Jeremiah Harrison, but had no issue by her. He 
had many children by his first marriage, of whom survived only Giles 
and Mary. His name and that of his sister Margaret occur frequently 
in the Maryland archives. 

The following notes will give the salient facts of their life in Mary- 
land: 

From Kilty's Landholders Assistant. 

"Brought into the Province in the year 1637 by Giles Brent, Esq'r, 
Humphrey F., &c." In the year 1638, six servants with his own person, 
John W., &c." 

By warrant of the 9th Oct., 1639, signed Leonard Calvert, and certi- 
ficate of John Lewger, Surveyor, a Portion of Town Land, 60 acres or 
thereabouts, near Smiths Forge, on St. Georges River, & adjoining 
land of his, granted to Giles Brent. 

7th January, 1639. I would have you lay out for Giles Brent, Gent., 
Treasurer of the Council of this Province, one thousand acres of land 
lying nearest together about Kent Fort and one thousand acres more 
where he .shall desire it and to certifie Mr. Secretary what you doe 
therein — to Robert Clarke, Deputy Surveyor. 

Came into the Province 22d November, 1638, Mr. Giles Brent & Mr. 
Fulke Brent his brother, who returned in March following; Mrs. Mar- 
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garet Brent, Mrs. Mary Brent who transported Mary F. E. G., &c, maid 
servants — John R. — G. Blacksmith. 

Lord Baltimore being, in 1680, about going to England, appointed a 
particular Council, distinct from the Council of State, to determine all 
matters of land & acts of grace and favour therein— were appointed, the 
Hon'bles Colonel Henry Darnall, Col. William Diggs, Major Nicholas 
Sewall and John Darnall. These gentlemen, with two others, were to 
constitute a Council to conduct the administration during the Proprie- 
tarys absence, his minor son, Benedict Leonard Calvert, being appointed 
Governor. 

Extracted from Bozman's History of Maryland. 

1642. Chap. IV, vol. II, p. 37. Seventy-three inhabitants of the Isle 
of Kent (included in the enumeration of 106 just mentioned) had ap- 
pointed Mr. Giles Brent as their proxy to the Assembly. Note. Mr. 
Brent (proxie for that Island) was at this time Lord of the Manor of 
Kent Fort, and probably resided thereon at or near what is called Kent 
Point. 

Note p. 238. The Chief Judge of St. Mary's was the Governor himself, 
& by a commission in Februrary 1640, Mr. Giles Brent had been con- 
stituted Chief Judge, as well as Commander of the Isle of Kent. Mr. 
Brent is stated by Bozman to have taken an active and leading part in 
he deliberations of the Assembly. 

P. 252. 1643. From some cause not assigned, nor clearly to be inferred 
he (Gov. Calvert) had formed the resolution of returning home to Eng- 
land, and in virtue of his last commission from his Brother, he appointed 
Mr. Giles Brent, Deputy Governor, in his absence. To make this appoint- 
ment krown he issued the following Proclamation. 

By the Lieutenant Governor — 

Whereas I am determined to go for England, I do hereby publish and 
declare to all the Inhabitants of this Province, that I have nominated 
appointed and elected Mr. Giles Brent, Esq. to be Lieutenant General, 
Admiral, Chief Captain, Magistrate and Commander, as well by sea as 
land, of this province of Maryland & of the Islands to the same belong- 
ing, in as large and ample manner as -his Lordship by his Commission 
under the Great Seal, bearing date at St. Mary's the 4th Sept. 1642, hath 
authorized me, for the present during my intended absence, until further 
order from his Lordship therein. 

Given at St. Mary's this 1 ith April, 1643. 

P. 254. The Governor must have left the Province in a day or two 
after the last mentioned transaction (Exemption from Military Duty); 
for on the 15th April, 1643, Mr. Giles Brent qualified as Governor, in 
virtue of the appointment, before mentioned, by taking the oath of 
Lieutenant-General, which was administered to him by the Secretary, 
Mr. Lewger. 

Immediately following this oath, on the 15th April, a commission in 
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the name of Lord Baltimore is recorded, appointing "Colonel Francis 
Trafford, Esq., John Lewger, Esq., William Blount, Esq., Giles Brent, 
Esq., John Longford, Esq. and James Neale, Esq., to be of our privy 
Council within our said Province of Maryland." Mr. Giles Brent had 
been probably omitted in the former commission (5th September, 1642 ) 
on account of the office of Commander of the Isle of Kent being in- 
tended for him, to which he was subsequently appointed (as before 
stated) and now made Lieutenant. General. 

Pp. 256 and 59. Governor Brent issues two commissions to Captain 
Cornwaleys to take measures to repel the incursions of the Indians. The 
first dated St. Mary's, 17th April, 1643, the second without date. See 
p. 267 for new instructions from the Lord Proprietary to Governor 
Brent. See p. 275, &c, for account of disagreement between Governor 
Brent and Secretary Lewger. Mr. Bozman supposes that the Governor 
was absent about this time, either on a visit to the Isle of Kent or in 
Virginia. This disagreement about the treaty with the Susquehannocks 
proposed by Mr. Lewger was a very serious one and carried on violently. 
It was suspended or put an end to by the arrival of Governor Leonard 
Calvert about the 10th September, 1644, from England, and his assump- 
tion of the duties of Governor. 

P. 286. Upon Clayborne repossessing himself of the Isle of Kent, the 
name of Giles Brent appears as one to whom special writs were issued 
by Governor Calvert. He is also mentioned again as " C. Brent," to 
whom Mark Pheypo and John Genalles (Commissioners) were to deliver 
his letter and bring an answer if they may. A note states that although 
it is written in the record "C. Brent," as above, yet Mr. Giles Brent was 
owner of the Manor of Kent Fort, and possibly a resident there, or 
somewhere on the island, it is probable that the letter C may have been 
erroneously written instead of the letter " G," and the message to have 
been directed to him; or it may have been meant to designate his title 
Captain Brent. 

P. 307. Mrs. Margaret Brent and Mary Brent having sworn that 
Leonard Calvert by word of mouth on his death bed, did appoint Thos. 
Green, one of the Council, to be his successor, the author in ft note ob- 
serves : "These ladies were the sisters of Giles Brent, whom we have 
frequently had occasion to mention before. The Brent family were 
probably connected with that of Lord Baltimore either by blood or mar- 
riage ; and it appears that Mrs. Margaret Brent now became the admin- 
istrator of Mr. Leonard Calvert's estate."* 

*1647. June 19th. This day came Margarett Brent Gent, & desyred 
the testimony of the pr'nt Governor Mr. Tho : Greene concerning the last 
will & Testam't of the late Governor Leonard Calvert Esq'r. And the s'd 
Governor did authorize Giles Brent Esq'r one of his Lo'ps Counsell to 
administer an oath unto him the s'd Governor concerning the fores'd 
business. 

The s'd Governor Tho : Greene Esq'r answered uppon oath concerning 
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Kelty's Landholders' Assistant, p. 104, p. 314, 1647. On the same 
day (Nov. 16) or about the same time, according to the record, "This 
day the question was moved in Court whether or no Mr. Leonard Cal- 
vert's remaining his Lordships Sole Attorney vi\\.hm this province before 
his death, and then dying, the said Mr. Calvert's Administrator was to 
be received for his Lordship's Attorney within this province until such 
time aa his Lordship had made a new substitution, or that some other 
remaining upon the present Commission were arrived into the Province. 
The Governor demanding Mr. Brent's opinion (Mr. Giles Brent was the 
oldest Councillor, being the first named in the last Commission of the 
Council of 1644), upon the same quere he answered that ' he did con- 
ceive that the administrator ought to be looked upon as Attorney both 
for recovering of rights into the estate and of paying of due debts out 
of the estate, and taking care of the estate's preservation, but not further, 
until his Lordship shall substitute some other as aforesaid '; and there- 
upon the Governor conceived, and it was ordered ; that the Adminis- 
trator of Mr. Leonard Calvert aforesaid should be received as his Lord- 
ship's Attorney to the intents above stated." (Council Proceedings 
from 1*636 to 1657, p. 165.) 

Althought the word "Administrator" is used in the preceding docu- 
ment, yet, it is most probable, that agreeably to the phraseology of 
those times, such word might have been in common use as applicable 
to a female as well as to a male person, to whom Letters of Administra- 
tion on the estate of one deceased might have been granted, and, as 

the last will & Testam't of Leo: Calvert Esq'r afores'd. That he the s'd 
Leo : Calvert, lying uppon his death bed, some 6 houres before his death, 
being In p'rfect memory, directing his speech to Mrs. Margarett Brent 
sayd In pr'nce of him the s'd Mr. Greene & some others. I make you 
my solo Exequutrix. Take all, and pay all. After w'ch words hee the 
s'd Leon : Calvert desyred every one to depart the room & was for some 
space In private conference with Mrs. Marg: Brent afores'd. Afterwards 
the s'd Mr. Greene comeing Into the roome agalne, he heard the s'd 
M. L : Calvert appoint certain Legacies In manner following. Viz I doe 
give my warring cloaths to James Llnsay, & Richard Willan, my ser- 
vants, specifying his cloath suit to Rich. Willan & his black suit to James 
Linsey. and his waring Linnen to be divided between them. Allso I 
give a mare colt, to my God-sonne Leon : Greene. Allso he did desyre 
th't his exequutrix should give the first mare colt th't should fall this 
yeare, (& if none fall in this yeare, then the first th't shall hereafter 
fall) unto Mrs. Temperance Plppett of Virginea. And further he de- 
poseth not. 
Recognit Teste me 
Will'm Bretton Clk. 

Letters of administration on the estate of Leonard Calvert were granted 
to Margaret Brent June 19, 1647, and her account was rendered 6 June, 
1848. Among other curious charges Is one for "a Beefe, A veale & other 
necessaries for his Buriall." 
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Mrs. Margaret Brent appears to have been unquestionably the Adminis- 
tratrix of the estate of Governor Leonard Calvert, the preceding order 
of the provincial Court appears to have been a judicial determination, 
that Mrs. Margaret Brent might lawfully act as the Attorney in fact of 
Lord Baltimore as to his private estate within the Province. This lady 
(Miss Brent in modern phraseology) appears to have possessed a mascu- 
line understanding ; and she is stated by a writer much conversant with 
the Land Records (Mr. Kilty) "to have been very actively employed in- 
taking up lands and in affairs of all kinds relating to property." 

P. 22. It is at this Session also (1648) that Miss Margaret Brent, the 
remarkable Lady before mentioned, made her application to the House 
of Assembly, "to have a vote for herself and another as his Lordship's 
Attorney."* This was refused peremptorily by Gov. Greene, and the 
lady protested in form against all the proceedings of that Assembly 
unless she might be present and vote as aforesaid." 

Bozman approves of Gov Greene's decision, and observes: " While 
at the same time experience in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to whose 
character that of our Maryland LadY may be aptly compared, has abun- 
dantly demonstrated that the monarchicial power cannot be more safely 
lodged than in female hands " Mr. Bozman here makes a republican 
speech, but not a very gallant one. 

P. 344. Mrs. Margaret Brent again appears in the Provincial Records, 
thus: Dec. 7, 1648. " Came Mrs. Margaret Brent and required the 
opinion of the Court touching the patent of Mr. Leonard Calvert in the 
case of the tenements appertaining to the Rebels, within his manors, 
whether or no their forfeitures belonged to the Lord of the Manors." 

The Court resolved that the forfeitures did belong to the Lord of the 
Manors. 

P. 361. Lord Calvert being much displeased with Miss Margaret 
Brent's conduct (distributing cattle, &c, among the soldiers) expressed 
" bitter invective against her." The Assembly, however, in their spir- 
ited address and letter, generously defended her, and added as a very 
strong reason, "that the soldiers would never have treated any other 
with that civility and respect; and though they were ever ready at several 
times to run into mutiny, yet she still pacified them." This does great 
honor to the character and understanding of this lady, and is one among 
numerous examples to be found in history where power lodged in fe- 
male hands and prudently exercised, is more readily obeyed and sub- 
mitted to than the same would have been if administered by one of the 



* Friday 21st Jan., 1647-8 came Mrs. Margaret Brent and requested to have vote 
In the howse for her selfe and voyce also for that att the last Court 3d Jan, it was 
ordered that the said Mrs. Brent was to be looked uppon and received as his L'ps 
Attorney. The Court denyed that the said Mrs Brent should have any vote in 
the howse. And the s'd Mrs. Brent protested agst all proceedings in this pnt. 
Assemby, unless shee may be pnt. and have vote as afores'd. 
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other sex. There is a chivalrous disposition in citizens as well as sol- 
diers to obey the commands of women. 

Father Andrew White in his " Narrative," speaks of Governor Cal- 
vert, who died at St Mary's City, 9th June, 1647, as being most tenderly 
ministered to in his last moments " by his kinswomen Margaret and 
Mary Brent."* 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



THE MALLORY FAMILY. 

(CONTINUED) 

Charles 19 King Mallory, third son of Charles 18 King Mallory and 
Frances Lowry Thompson, his wife, was born at Norfolk, Va., Feb. 20, 
1820. After completing a course in law at William and Mary College 
in 1837, he went to Oxford, Miss., to which place his elder sister, Mary, 
had removed from Virginia with her husband, Dr. Corbin. He re- 
mained in Mississippi for several years and was judge of the Probate 
Court of Lafayette county at the age of twenty-one. He returned to 
Virginia and settled down to the practice of his profession at Hampton, 
residing on one or another of his various plantations. He was elected 
as a member of the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1861, repre- 
senting Elizabeth City and adjoining counties. He signed the ordinance 
of secession. He was colonel of the 115th Regiment of Virginia Mili- 
tia. On the consolidation of his regiment with other regiments at the 
reorganization in 1862, he accepted an appointment as captain in the 
Quartermaster's Department of the Confederate Army, and served in 
that department the remainder of the war Previously, he had partici- 
pated in the battle at Bethel, and had served at Ship Point in command 
of his regiment. 

It was in the case of three of his negroes who had gone to Fort Mon- 
roe and placed themselves under the protection of General B. F. But- 
ler, that the latter first asserted that such negroes were contraband of 
war. This was the origin of the term " contraband," afterwards so gen- 
erally applied to the negro. See " Butler's Book," and Series I, Vol. 
II, " War of the Rebellion Records." 

Colonel Mallory's property, including his mansion between Hampton 
and Fort Monroe and several plantations, was confiscated. The man- 
sion only came back to his family at his death in 1875. He died at 
Hampton, May 7, 1875. and the Norfolk Landmark stated at the time 
that his luneral was attended by the largest concourse of people that 
ever gathered in Elizabeth City county. 

• The relationship is not quite clear. Henry Brent, son of George Brent and 
nephew of Margaret and Mary Brent, married tbe daughter of Leonard Calveit but 
at a later date. 



